
Year 5: Summer Term (2017/2018) 

OLSJ  

Topic  

During the Summer Term in Year 5, we will be learning about 2 Topics, which when combined will cover a 

large swathe of the world. The first is Africa, and the second is the First World War. 

 

Africa 

A part of the children’s geography learning expectations is to learn about other countries or 

continents and compare them to our own. The learning will mainly focus on how African 

culture and history has evolved over time, starting with a look at Human Rights with a focus 

on the Aparthied, before moving onto Africa – its countries and geography, culture and life 

chances and access to water. It will be heavily linked to our Literacy and Science topics. We 

will also be looking at African art – Batique and Kente cloth.  

 

The First World War  

After the Half Term, Year 5 will be taking a look at the First World War. Why was 

World War 1 fought and who was involved? What was it like to be a German soldier? 

Who were ‘Conscientious Objectors’? What was so special about a football match on 

Christmas Day? Year 5 will develop their historical enquiry and interpretational skills 

to find out that historians can have different points of view! We will supplement our 

learning with a visit to the Imperial War Museum. 

 

English  

Our writing in Literacy will revolve around our topics. For our African topic, we will be 

focusing on the traditional West African tale, ‘The Talking Skull’ – a short story with a moral 

(don’t tell tales). This will cover our Narrative Fiction. We will also be focusing on Nelson 

Mandela and his children’s adaptation of, ‘The Long Walk to Freedom’. This will prompt us 

to write diaries and recounts. In the second half of the Summer Term, we will be looking at 

War Poetry from WW1. 

 

Maths  

Within Maths we learn take a mastery approach which means spending longer on each subject to ensure 

the children have an embedded understanding. Please look at the curriculum map for what will be 

covered. It is suggested that you support your child by helping them learn their times tables and the 

division facts that go with them (eg. 2x5=10 10÷2=5). Times table Rockstar is a brilliant and fun way to 

learn the table facts quickly. 
 

Science  

During the Spring Term, we will focus on Living Things and their Environment, where the children will have 

to describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird. The children 

will also have to describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals. In the last half term, 

the children will research Animals, Including Humans. We will have to describe the changes as humans 

develop to old age. We will be researching the gestation periods of other animals and comparing them 

with humans. We will conduct trips to science centres to support our learning.  

 

RE  

Within RE, we will be following the Westminster Diocese scheme of work. This year, we are following the 

Gospel according to Mark. Summer 1 will focus on Pentecost People and the actions of the martyrs killed at 

Tyburn for not being afraid to speak about their faith – even when it was dangerous. In summer 2, we will 

be focusing on discipleship.  


