
Reception: Summer Term (2017/2018) 
 OLSJ 

 
Topics 
In summer 1 our topics are ‘Growing’ & ‘Life Cycles’ 
In summer 2 our topics are ‘The Gingerbread Man’ and ‘Holidays and travel’ 
 
Summer 1: Growing and Life Cycles 
This topic directly relates to the world around us and how our enviroment 
changes with the seasons. We will be exploring how plants grow and 
how to look after flowers, fruits and vegetables. The children will even 
have the opportunity to grow their own vegetables and fruit!  
We will also learn about animal life-cylcles and animal habitats when we visit Stepney City farm 
and we will explore the feautres of different mini-beasts during an in-
school minibeast explorers visit! 
The children will look after chick & duck egg incubators and explore how 
these animals change and grow as they develop and hatch. We will then 
learn how to care for them before the chicks and ducklings return to the 
farm. 
 
Summer 2: The Gingerbread Man & Holidays and Travel 

After half term the children will be exploring a very exciting topic involving a Gingerbread 
Man. The children will explore different countries, cultures and modes of 
transport as he travels across the world! We will also explore the different 
countries our families come from, sharing our home languages and 
cultures! We will explore the summer season and visit the seaside at 

Chalkwell! 
  
Literacy 
In Literacy the children will continue to explore phonics, sounding out and blending words as well 
as continuing to learn Phase 2, 3, 4 and 5 sight words. They will be engaging in a 
range of writing experiences including narratives, letters, list and cards. 
Your child will also participate in weekly guided and individual reading sessions.   
The children will receive two ‘home’ reading books each week inline with their reading 
level. Please listen to your child read every night and sign their reading record. 
 
Maths 

This term in Maths the children will be exploring addition and 
subtraction, number bonds to 10, doubling, halving and sharing. 
We will be learning about money: recognising coins and 
learning their values. We will also be learning how to tell the 

time using the vocabulary ‘o’clock’, ‘half past’, ‘quarter to’ and ‘quarter past’.  
 

Inside and outside classroom 
We provide lots of opportunities for the children to increase their understanding of the world 
through inside and outside play. Children have the chance to extend their knowledge based on 
their interests both individually and in groups.  
 
RE 
Within RE we follow a set of plans produced by the diocese. This term children will engage with 
bible stories, visit the church and meet Father Keith. They will also take part in daily acts of 
worship.  


