
Spring Term 2019 in Reception  
Topic 
This Spring term in Reception Samuel and Ruth our topics are ‘Winter’, ‘Chinese New Year’ and 
‘Animals all around us’.  
We will explore our topics through the following areas of learning: 
Personal, social and emotional development 
In Reception the children will develop their knowledge and respect of other cultures through role-play focusing 
on the theme of Chinese New Year. They will gradually be expected to concentrate on a set task for a longer 
period of time. They will become more aware of how to care for living things through our animal topic. Children 
will have many opportunities to work independently and as part of a group, taking turns and sharing fairly.   
 
Communication and Language 
The children will have a range of opportunities to interact with others, negotiate plans and take turns in 
conversation through daily activities to extend their questioning and vocabulary skills. They will use talk to 
organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. They will be encouraged to use imaginative 
language to recreate roles and experiences.    
 
Physical Development 
There will be many opportunities to build for a variety of purposes by making animal homes and larger 
enclosures for small world play. The children will use a variety of simple tools when making models. They will 
respond to music and move in different ways like animals. They will explore ways to move and travel on a range 
of body parts. They will practice their throwing and catching skills. Children will experience different ways of 
travelling on the apparatus and learn how to move the equipment safely. The children will also continue to be 
aware of healthy eating. 
 
Literacy 
Through daily lessons and activities the children will learn to blend and segment letter 
sounds to read and write phase 2 and 3 words automatically. They will practise forming 
letters correctly, attempting writing captions and simple sentences more independently. 
They will practise their writing skills through daily activities and role-play. They will explore 
rhyme and alliteration through shared stories and games. 
 
Maths 

The children will extend their ability to count, recognise and order numbers beyond 20. 
They will use the vocabulary involved in addition and subtraction in practical activities and 
discussions to solve problems with groups of up to 20 objects. They will develop their 
understanding of money through role-play. Children will develop their vocabulary to 
describe size, shape, space and measures. They will also begin to learn number bonds 

and doubles to 10 through practical activities. 
 
Religious Education 
We will learn about different celebrations in the church calendar and at home. We will explore how we celebrate 
our faith in different ways as a Parish community. The children will learn about the Parish gathering together to 
celebrate Mass. We also explore the signs and symbols of Mass. The children will learn about growing in spring 
and how Lent is a time to grow to be more like Jesus as we look forward to celebrating Easter. 
 
Understanding  the World 

The children will observe changes in weather and seasons as we move from winter to spring. 
They will investigate living things through first-hand experiences of mini-beasts and farm 
animals. They will learn about different types of animals and their habitats and will observe 
animal life cycles. We will learn the story of ‘Chinese New Year’. Finally, they will grow a range 
of vegetables and flowering plants, observing and caring for them as they grow.  
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Through our topics the children will develop drawing skills through observation of winter trees and animals. They 
will use materials to make animal masks and use their own ideas to make homes for animals from recycled 
materials. They will respond to music and will create their own compositions using a range of instruments. 
Children will have many opportunities to develop their own creative interests through access to the creative area, 
music, construction and role- play areas. They will develop role-play through themes such as the Chinese 
restaurant. 
 
Thank you,  
The Reception Team 


