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 AUTUMN TERM 2017 CURRICULUM INFORMATION FOR PARENTS: NURSERY 

In the first term we are excited to welcome our Nursery children and help them explore and 

settle into our indoor and outdoor spaces. A great introduction to the school for them will be 

our topics of  ‘Me and My World’ and ‘Elmer and Colours,’ followed by an exploration of 

‘Autumn’ after our half-term break. These allow them to get to know themselves and the 

environment, and uses familiar concepts of colour to extend into new areas. 

These topics will be explored through the following areas: 

Personal, social and emotional development: Our main aim is to have children settle in by forming 

relationships with adults and peers, feeling comfortable and making friends. We would also like to see them get 

used to the rules and routines of the classrooms by helping tidy, sharing and looking after our things.  

Communication and Language: We will use our carpet times to allow children to work on listening skills, 
vocabulary, voice opinions and ask questions, as well as sharing their summer books from home. We will 
encourage conversation in everyday activities and routines and give opportunities for one to one moments with 
key workers through the exploration of All About Me books.  
 
Physical Development: Children are very active in Nursery. They develop their gross motor skills through using 
their bodies in different ways, exploring spaces and using a range of equipment, such as balls, hoops and 
climbing frames. Fine motor skills will be developed through malleable materials such as play dough, sand and 
corn flour. Children use pencils, paintbrushes and scissors regularly to increase their hand-eye coordination 
skills. We encourage safe use of all equipment.  
 

Literacy: In Nursery we encourage mark making of all kinds and we aim to develop 
the children’s name recognition and writing skills. Children experience the different 
concepts of print through storytelling and constant access to books. They will also 
be able to access our school library and borrow books to take home once a week.  
 
Maths: Our maths area is constantly stocked with counting, shape, puzzle and 
number activities for children to access. We create patterns and sort shapes and     
objects. Children really enjoy singing number songs and rhymes and playing              
counting games as a group.  

 
Religious Education: Children will learn to make the sign of the cross, as well as simple prayers and songs. We 
encourage children to follow the Gospel Values, which help them to make good choices throughout the day, and 
to reflect on their behaviour. Topics covered through the term are:  
Beginnings: The children will learn about our similarities and differences, what is special about themselves and 
others. We also link this to celebrating God and his family and how we are all part of God’s family. We will also 
learn about welcoming a baby into God’s family through Baptism. 
Birthdays: The children get very excited about their own birthday and are easily able to relate this to the 
excitement of Advent and looking forward to the birthday of Jesus. We look forward to performing a Nativity play 
with Reception for the school community. 
 
Understanding the World: In our daily routines children have opportunities to build and construct. They will 
develop ICT skills using the interactive whiteboard, computers and tablets.  
In our topics we continue to help children explore their own growth and have opportunities to talk about their 
families. We learn about other cultures through our ‘Me and My World’ topic as well as by celebrating Black 
History month and Carnival. After half term they will explore Diwali and Christmas traditions.  
The children will also extend their understanding of the world through trips in the local community. 
 
Expressive Arts and Design: Children have access to a variety of mark making tools and 
resources so they develop their painting and drawing skills, as well as cutting, pasting and junk 
modelling. They will explore colour and tones in our ‘Elmer and colours’ topic and use outdoor 
materials to paint and design with autumn colours, shapes and textures. We also provide 
opportunities for their imagination to thrive through role-play, small world and music.  
 
Please talk to us if you would like any more information on our curriculum for this term.  
You are also very welcome to bring in any items or photos related to our topics as we always 
encourage the children to share their learning and ideas with others. 
 
Best wishes from the Nursery team.  


