
Summer term in Year 5 (2020/2021) 

 

Topic 

This term we will be looking at Africa as our first topic before studying World War I after the half term. 

Africa will be coming from a more geographical viewpoint whereas we will become expert historians after half 

term when we learn about the brutality and intensity of World War I.  

Africa During this topic we will be teaching the children all about Africa’s biome 

and climate using a range of graphs to analyse and evaluate the information 

presented to us. We will also be looking at importance of the River Nile and how 

essential it is to the geography of Africa as well as how it has shaped the 

continent’s development. Finally, the children will have a brief introduction to 

fair trade, understanding how countries trade goods and worker’s rights.  

World War I We will be looking at the causes of World War I as well as 

debating over the pros and cons, morally, of conscription. Children will also be looking at the use of propaganda 

and beginning to understand the role it plays during war-time and even during our everyday life. We’ll get the 

chance to have a look at what life was like for soldiers in trenches during WWI by reviewing a range of 

different sources. This leads nicely into Year 6 where pupils learn about WWII.  

Literacy 

In Literacy this term, we’ll first be writing a biography of Nelson Mandela whose 

life we will be looking at and examining. After this, we will be innovating our own 

biography, continuing the theme of historic heroes when we write our own 

biography about the life of civil rights activist Martin Luther King JR or Rosa 

Parks.  

Maths  

Within Maths we are working on a recovery curriculum to ensure that units missed during home learning are 

covered in school. We will continue to take a ‘mastery’ approach, which means spending longer on each subject 

to ensure the children have an embedded understanding. Please look at the curriculum map for what will be 

covered. Please encourage your children to use Times table Rockstar at home, as it is a brilliant and fun way to 

learn the table facts quickly.  

Science  

Our first topic this term we will be completing the unit of ‘Animals including Humans’ where we look at the aging 

process and how humans change both physically and mentally, from the time they are a new-born baby all the 

way to until old age. Our second topic will be ‘Living things and their environment’ where we’ll look at different 

habitats. We will be using a range of scientific enquiry skills throughout to explore the topic.  

RE 

Within RE we will be following the Westminster Diocese scheme of work. This year we will be following the 

Gospel according to Mark looking at Framework B4: From Easter to Pentecost. In Summer 1 we will be focussing 

on Pentecost People and the actions of the martyrs killed at Tyburn as those who were not afraid to speak out 

about their faith – even when it was dangerous for them to do so. In Summer 2 we will learn about discipleship – 

one of Mark’s strongest themes. Children will also plan and lead their own Daily Acts of Worship.  

Home Reading 

Please continue to encourage your children to log on to MyOn to explore and read a wide range of texts types at 

home. They should then complete an accelerated reader test to check their learning and record their progress.  


