
Autumn Term in Year 4 (2020/2021) 

 

Topic 

In the first term of Year 4 will be looking at two different topics. In the first half term, Topic lessons will 

focus on developing history skills by studying the ‘Anglo Saxons’. In the second half term, Year 4 will be learning about 

‘Weather and Climate’ with a focus on geography skills.  

 

Anglo Saxons 

In the first half of the term, we will be developing our history skills 

by learning about the Anglo Saxons. We will use self- management skills in evaluating what 

we already know about this group of people. We will also use our chronology skills to order 

key events on a timeline. Additionally, we will study primary and secondary sources to 

investigate what the hidden grave at Sutton Hoo tells us about Saxon life. In order to develop our problem solving skills, we 

will look at the real reasons the Anglo Saxons invaded Britain and examine Anglo Saxon sources to find out about life during 

that period. Additionally, we will learn to comment on the reliability and validity of sources.  

 

Weather and Climate  

In the second half of the term, we will be exploring the weather. We will be learning about the climate 

in different countries and making comparisons between these. We are also learning to understand how 

the weather forecast works and how predictions are made. Throughout this half term, we will be 

building on our knowledge about the weather in the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

 

English 

For the first of the term, the whole school will be retelling ‘The Gingerbread Man’ and writing their own 

versions with increasing complexity. Year 4 will develop their narrative writing skills by imitating a model 

text from the fox’s perspective before innovating their own. We will then move on to exploring the codes 

and conventions of a ‘Beat the Baddie’ story - Beowulf. Within this unit, cross-curricular links will be made 

between Literacy and Topic. Pupils will focus on developing the themes of characterisation and setting 

within their writing. For Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar, pupils will learn how to use fronted adverbial phrases followed 

by a comma, noun phrases and how to use inverted commas to write speech correctly.  For the second half of the term, 

pupils will be writing their own comedy stories, using a ‘Wasted Wishes’ story as a stimulus. They will then move on to 

exploring a non-fiction text type, non-chronological reports, and will write these on the weird and wonderful world of word 

charming.  

 

Maths 

Within Maths we learn to take a ‘mastery’ approach which means spending longer on each subject to ensure 

the children have an embedded understanding. Please look at the curriculum map for what will be covered. It 

is suggested that you support your child by helping them learn their timetables and the corresponding 

division facts. Please also encourage your child to log onto ‘Timetables Rockstar’ as it is a fun and interactive 

way to learn their tables. 

 

Science 

For Science, we will be focusing on Animals, including Humans. This topic has been split up into three 

different sections: teeth, the digestive system and food chains. In this topic, we will developed our 

enquiry skills by researching the different teeth types and their 

functions and carrying out a fair test on how different drinks affect our teeth. We will be researching different animals’ 

diets and construct our own food chains. Additionally, we will learn to classify animals based on their food choices. To learn 

about the digestive system, we will research how the digestive system works and use modelling to describe the functions of 

its different parts. We will then move on to learning about living things and their habitats.  

 

RE  

Within RE we will be following the Westminster Diocese scheme of work. This year we will be following the Gospel according 

to Mark. This term we are looking at Framework A6: Beginning with God where we will be focusing on The Sacraments of 

Initiation and B1: From Advent to Christmas where we will focus on contemplative prayer. Children will also plan their own 

Daily Acts of Worship and have the opportunity to visit our prayer room and prayer garden. 

 

Curriculum Map 

Attached is this year's curriculum map. You will find two sets of books on this form. One set under shared reading are 

books we will use to learn and develop reading skills. The other collection are our "Core Books", this is a set of books that 

are linked to our topics. They allow children to access a broad collection of text types to ensure they become more aware 

and knowledgeable about their topic. 


