
Autumn Term in Year 3 (2020/2021)  

 

 

Topic  

In the first term of Year 3 Isaiah and Job class will be looking at two subjects connected to our local area. Our two 

topics are Canals (First Half Term) and Romans (Second Half Term). Within these we teach our 

history, geography and art and design. 

 

Canals  

Canals is an amazing topic where we look at how and why canals were made. We concentrate on 

Regent’s Canal, which is in our local area, and learn about how it's main use has changed over time. If you would like to add 

to your children’s learning we suggest The London Canal Museum. This is a great place to get your children more 

interested in the subject. ‘I really enjoyed learning about how they pulled the boats along because I walk along those 

paths every day!’ (Previous Year 3 child) 

 

Romans  

The Romans is possibly one of the greatest subjects children can learn about. As teachers we often find 

they become fascinated about learning the similarities and differences of their culture. The unit 

concentrates on two interesting areas, Boudicca and Roman Britain Life. We then talk about how these 

things affect us in the modern day. We have an amazing trip to the Museum of London planned where 

children will get to hold real items from the Roman era. If you would like to add to your child’s learning we 

suggest the British Museum. ‘Romans was amazing, especially when we learnt about all the Roman Gods!’ (Previous Year 

3 child)  

 

English 

The first story we will be looking at this half term is the Gingerbread man! It’s one of the most 

famous fairy tales of all time. In English our learning is based through our topics. Within the 

Canals topic we learn a great story called Clean Water Dirty Water, which the children really enjoy. Next we learn how 

to write a non-fiction explanation text through the water cycle. When doing the Romans we learn about Bouddica and 

then how to write a non-chronological report; ‘All About Roman Gods’. 

  

Maths 

Within Maths we take a ‘mastery’ approach which means spending longer on each subject to ensure 

the children have an embedded understanding. Please look at the curriculum map for what will be 

covered. It is suggested that you support your child by helping them learn their times tables and 

encourage them to embed these through playing times Tables Rock Star regularly.  

 

Science 

In the Autumn term we will be looking at Rocks and Soils. We look at how rocks are formed and how fossils came to be. 

The children really love learning about Mary Anning, a very famous palaeontologist! After Rocks and Soils we will move on 

to learning about Animals including Humans focussing on nutrition and food groups. We will also explore why animals have 

skeletons and muscles for protection and movement.  

 

RE  

Within RE we will be following the Westminster Diocese scheme of work. This year we will be 

following the Gospel according to Mark. This term we are looking at Framework A6: Beginning 

with God where we will be focusing on The Sacraments of Initiation and B1: From Advent to 

Christmas where we will focus on contemplative prayer. Children will also plan their own Daily 

Acts of Worship and have the opportunity to visit our prayer room and prayer garden. 

 

Curriculum Map 

Attached is this year's curriculum map. You will find two sets of books on this form. One set under shared reading 

are books we will use to learn and develop reading skills. The other collection are our "Core Books", this is a set of 

books that are linked to our topics. They allow children to access a broad collection of text types to ensure they 

become more aware and knowledgeable about their topic. 

 


