
 Year 2: Autumn Term (2019/20) 
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Topic 
In the first half-term of Year 2 Esther and Judith class will be looking at a subject 
connected to our local area. Our first topic is The Great Fire of London and our second 
topic is Magical Mapping. Within these we teach our history, geography, PSHCE and art and 
design. 
 
History: The Great Fire of London 
The Great Fire of London is such a fantastic topic for the children to learn 
about. The children will be immersed into the story and the unfolding events 
as they look at different sources of information, recreating key moments in 
role-play and taking on the persona of Samuel Pepys and his diary in their 
writing. Our trip to St Paul’s Cathedral will reinforce and deepen their 
learning while helping them to understand more about this historical event.  
 
 
Geography: Magical Mapping 
Our second topic is Magical Mapping. This unit will teach the children to develop key map skills through a 
range of engaging geographical based activities. The children will explore a range of maps at a local, 
national and global level, developing their understanding of how to navigate around an atlas to find key 
countries, continents, oceans and seas along with devising their own maps and routes. They will learn how 
to ‘view from above’ looking at aerial photographs to spot human and physical features, understand simple 
map symbols, compass directions and develop key geographical vocabulary throughout the unit. 

 
English 
Our first story of the year is Hansel and Gretel. The whole school will 
be doing the same story so siblings can share their versions at home. 
The children will be retelling the story and then innovating it to develop 
their writing skills. In English our learning is based through our topics. 
Within the ‘The Great Fire of London’ topic we will be looking at diary 
entries, most importantly, Samuel Pepys. Alongside Magical Mapping 
we will be teaching literacy skills through a book by Julia Donaldson 
called “The Snail and The Whale” where we follow the characters 

journey around the world. We will also be researching all about Wales and writing Non-
Chronological reports.  
 
Maths 
Within Maths we learn take a mastery approach which means spending longer on each subject to 
ensure the children have an embedded understanding. Please look at the curriculum map for what 
will be covered. It is suggested that you support your child by helping them learn their times tables 
and the inverse operations that go with them (eg. 2x5=10 10÷2=5).  
 
Science 
In the Autumn term we will be looking at Materials. We explore 
the different materials, their properties and why objects are made 
from certain materials – their suitability. Our second science unit 
is Animals and Their Habitats. Here we focus on different 
habitats from around the world and the suitability of that habitat.   
 
RE 
Within RE we will be following the Westminster Diocese scheme of work. This year we will be following the Gospel 
according to Matthew. This term we are looking at Framework C6:Beginning with God where we will be focusing on 
Genesis 1 and 2 and C1: From Advent to Christmas where we will focus on Jesus’ family tree. Children will also plan 
their own Daily Acts of Worship and have the opportunity to visit our prayer room and prayer garden. 


