Subject: Your Child’s Reading Journey

Dear Parents/Carers, O | S

Please see below an important step in supporting your
child’s reading development. Your child has a book bag
and their books will be changed on a designated day
each week. This will be written on your child’s reading record. This is part of our
commitment to fostering a love of reading and building essential literacy skills.

OUR LADY t+ ST JOSEPH
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

The books your child takes home are carefully selected to match their phonic knowledge
and reading level. We ask that your child rereads these books to build fluency,
confidence and accuracy in word reading. Consistent practice is key, so we kindly
request that you dedicate time each evening to read with your child. After each reading
session, please sign their reading record and feel free to include comments. Here are
some examples of helpful observations you might include:

"] "My child used their phonics to sound out and blend words like 'cat' and 'shop'
independently. They were so proud!"

"1 "They are starting to recognize and read simple words without needing to sound
them out every time, like 'and' and 'the"."

"1 "My child is using their phonics to decode longer words, such as 'rabbit,' and is

becoming more confident with their reading."

Reading aloud and revisiting these books together will strengthen their phonics
foundation and help them progress as confident, independent readers.

In addition to the physical books sent home, your child also has access to Bug Club, an
engaging online reading platform. Their teacher has carefully allocated books on Bug
Club that align with their reading level. This provides another opportunity for your child
to practice reading in an interactive and enjoyable way. Please encourage your child to
log in regularly and explore the books assigned to them. For support on using Bug Club,
please watch this short video:

https://www.loom.com/share/19fefd1668474195b43e2057e934a4bc?sid=852fde27-
9c52-4d74-8941-4dd28d0c65e2

Reading in Reception is an essential gateway to learning across the curriculum. It is
during this critical period that children develop the skills and habits that will enable
them to access all areas of knowledge, from science to history and beyond. Your
involvement at home plays a vital role in reinforcing this foundation and helping your
child develop a lifelong love of learning.

Thank you for your continued support in your child’s educational journey. Together, we
can ensure that they have the tools they need to succeed and thrive.

Warm regards,
Miss Lynch

Deputy Headteacher

Our Lady & St Joseph Catholic Primary School, Wades Place, London, E14 ODE Tel. 020 3764 8860
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