
 
 

                                                                                                                          3rd May 2019 
 
Dear Family, 
 
On Tuesday the duck eggs arrived and we patiently waited for them to hatch! We are looking 
forward to observing them growing, holding them and naming them next week! 
On Thursday we went to Stepney City farm and explored, and tasted the vegetables, fruit and 
herbs growing in the garden, and we learnt about the food we get from farm different animals 
and plants. Thank you to our parent helpers, we wouldn’t have been able to go without your 
help! 
 
In R.E this week we read stories about Jesus’s resurrection and his time with the disciples 
before he went to heaven. We began saying a short version of the rosary for May – the month 
for Mary. The children are welcome to bring in their own Rosary beads to school to share. 
Next week we will be learning the Hail Mary and Our Father prayers and we are sending home 
a copy of the prayer for you to practise at home. 
 

Life-Cycles       
In class we are busy learning about the life- cycle of ducks! 
We also have caterpillars in class and we will watch them closely as they grow and change! 
This week our sunflower and runner bean plants started to grow! 
We have also planned a visit from Zoolab in school on the 14th May, and we will meet many 
mini-beasts including millipedes and frogs! Please send back your child’s permission letter next 
week. 

Life cycle homework Project  
Our new Homework project is ‘The life-cycle of a ________ ‘. The children can research 
the life-cycle of their favourite animal or plant. They can include pictures, drawings, writing 

and a model if they wish.  
This project is optional but it is a good opportunity to work alongside your child and have fun 

creating a project!  
Please hand in projects on Monday 21st May. We look forward to sharing their life-cycle 

projects in school. 
 
 



Maths: In Maths this week we have practised counting out a group of up to 20 objects and 
shared them between 2 groups.  We gave the children a number, e.g. 12, and they practised 
counting out 12 farm animals, they then ‘shared’ the animals into 2 equal groups (of 6) and then 
they practised sharing it into 3 equal groups (of 4) and into 4 equal groups (of 3). The children 
practised sharing into equal groups, starting with different totals from 10-20 during the week. 
If they were ready we practised recording it as an addition sentence 6 + 6 = 12 , 4 + 4 +4 =12 
etc. 
Literacy:  
This week the children have been reading the Farm Big Book ‘Move Over!’ 
In phonics, we have been practising the sounds we have learned so far.  
The children have enjoyed writing a range of words using different digraphs and trigraphs. 
We are encouraging the children to begin reading phase 2,3, & 4 words by sight. 
Please encourage your child to practise reading these captions at home and answer the 
questions. Thank you. 
The children are doing very well at reading simple sentences. Please encourage your child to practise reading 
these sentences at home. Thank you. 

I will visit my nan at her farm next 
week. 

 Will she let me feed the hens and 
chickens? 

They peck corn in the farmyard and 
they make a big mess. 

Do ducklings have wings and 
webbed feet? 

I can see the farmer feeding the 



 
Phase 3 Words: 

will that this her 
then them with my 
see for now are 
down look too you 
he she we they 
me be was all 

 
Phase 4 Words: 

went it’s from children 
just help said have 
like so do some 
come were little one 
when out what  

 

chickens in the barn. 



Weekly Homework 
This week we are sending home Phase 3 words for your child to practise spelling and writing at 

home. We are also sending home a sharing problem solving activity sheet with practical ideas for 
your child to try with you at home.  Please send it back your child’s writing school to next week 

for your child to share in class. Thank you! 

 
Summer term Parent workshops 

Thank you to the parents who attended our Maths workshop on Monday.   
Listed below are some of the websites we use to support the children’s learning: 

www.topmarks.co.uk 
(Google) splat square 
www.ictgames.co.uk 

To support your child’s learning at home with Maths and Literacy we will be holding workshops 
after school. Please come along if you can as parents have found them very useful in the past.  
The workshops will run from 3:30 – 4:15pm and your child will be supervised in the nursery by 
staff so that you can attend the workshop. 
Monday 13th May: Reception Phonics, Reading & writing workshop 
 
Reminders 

Monday 13th May – Literacy parent workshop 
• Tuesday 14th May – Zoolab mini-beasts visit in school 
• Monday 27th – Friday 31st May – May half-term: school closed 
• Monday 3rd June – School starts for the summer 2 term 
• Friday 7th June – Reception Samuel class assembly at 9:10am – parent welcome to  

attend in the school hall 
• Friday 14th June - Reception Ruth class assembly at 9:10am – parent welcome  

to attend in the school hall 
• Friday 28th June  - Reception trip to Chalkwell beach. More information to follow,  

please sign up on our class posters if you can come as a parent helper for the day. 
 
Please take a look at our blog on the school website to see photos of our busy 
week: http://www.olsj.towerhamlets.sch.uk/blogs/reception/ 
	  
Wishing you all a lovely Bank Holiday weekend! We look forward to hearing the children’s 
weekend news on Tuesday. 
Yours sincerely,  
The Reception Team 
 
 
 



 


